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From the Rabbi's Desk
As one season edges into another, we look 
back on autumn as we look ahead to winter. 
The cycle of the year turns, and the cycle of life 
turns as well.

This autumn has been an extraordinary time in 
our community.  In the week before Rosh ha 
Shanah, we lost three people in our extended 
community: Hindy Kaufman, Steven Cohen, 
and David Green, may their memories be for a 
blessing. CAA members surrounded their fami-
lies with many forms of kindness and caring.

CAA members are there in times of sorrow and 
difficulty.  Members who are struggling with 
health challenges, are being met with beautiful 
support, facilitated by the Caring Committee, 
headed by Elaine Bieber and Selena Katz.

CAA members are also there to share in times 
of joy.  We kvelled when Rhett Landers offi-
cially became a Bar Mitzvah a week after Yom 
Kippur, during Shabbat Sukkot.

The feeling of community cohesiveness has 
become palpable as so many people comforted, 
encouraged, and worked hard together to 
accomplish everything that our busy Holy Day 
season entails.

This feeling of cheerful cooperation was tangi-
bly expressed – visually and physically – dur-
ing our Simchat Torah celebration. Dozens of 

people attentively held up their share of a run-
ning length of the unrolled Torah scroll. 

That was a special moment at the end of the 
long fall holiday season. We were holding onto 
something precious, with care. Yes, we were 
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November/December
Nov. 3 Minyan 5:30 PM
 Tisch with Rabbi Maurice 6:00 PM
Nov. 4 Torah Teaching by Rabbi 10:30 AM
 Maurice “The Bible and Sex” 
Nov. 8 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Nov. 9 Kristallnacht Commemoration/ 7:00 PM
 Colonial Theater
Nov. 10 Erev Shabbat Service/Led by 7:00 PM
 Judy Rubin
Nov. 17 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Nov. 18 CAA Movie - “A Tale of Love 7:00 PM
 and Darkness”
Nov. 19 Interfaith Thanksgiving 2:00 PM 
 at UCC
Nov. 24 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Nov. 30  Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Dec. 1 Shabbat Service led by younger 7:00 PM
 Religious School Students with
 Shlicha Noam Wolf
Dec. 2 Outdoor Shabbat/Noam Wolf 10:00 AM
 Concert/Noam & Avi Rafaelov  7:00 PM
Dec. 8 Traditional Shabbat Service  7:00 PM
Dec. 9 Meditation 9:00 AM
 Torah Service 10:00 AM
 “Chanukah: What Really   7:00 PM 
 Happened” with Dale Rosenberg
Dec. 13 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Dec. 15 Latke Blowout – Eating/ 5:00 PM 
 followed by Singing & Lighting 
 Menorahs 
Dec. 21 Community Kitchen Lasagna 4:45 PM 
 Dinner
Dec. 22 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Dec. 25 Chinese Food Dinner and a 5:00 PM
 Movie at CAA, “Deli Man” 6:00 PM
Dec. 29 Kavannah Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
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holding a ritually holy and 
financially valuable hundred-
year-old handwritten reli-
gious parchment, but there 
was more happening than 
just that fact. Much of the 
Torah, including verses at the 
very center of the Scroll, tells 
us how to be good to our fel-
low humans. That is what we 
were raising up – we literally held aloft these 
laws of kindness we have chosen to follow.

Something inspiring happens when we all 
step up and take hold of community, when we 
stand together to support something greater 
than ourselves. Holding the unrolled Torah 
scroll was exciting, and perhaps slightly risky. 
It took careful attention, communication, trust, 
and commitment to one another. 

We worked gracefully together to safely raise 
the Torah. Our success was a Siman Tov – a 
Good Sign. It was a visual and physical repre-
sentation of our unity of purpose. 

We will continue to benefit from sharing 
our strength through the weeks and months 
ahead. As the days grow shorter and the sun-
light diminishes, we will gather together with 
candlelight and singing and eating. This is holy 
community.

Rabbi Loewenthal

A Letter from the President
On Simchat Torah we celebrated the gift of 
Torah. We danced and sang and unrolled the 
Torah completely with Rabbi Loewenthal giv-
ing us a grand tour as the sacred words sur-
rounded the sanctuary.  The Rabbi chanted 
from the end of Deuteronomy and Molly and 
Sarah Wendy Burman began the reading of 
Genesis with B’reshit.  

God said, “Let there be light.”  
God saw that the light was 
good, and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 
(Genesis 1:3-4) The com-
mentary in Etz Hayim states: 
“light  The first creation by 
God’s utterance.  Light in the 

Bible serves as a symbol of life, joy, justice and 
deliverance. The notion of light independent 
of the sun derives from the observations that 
the sky is illumined on days when the sun 
is obscured and that brightness precedes the 
sun’s rising.  As in the ancient world generally, 
light itself is a feature of divinity.” 

The High Holy Days provided us the oppor-
tunity for a period of reflection, spiritual sus-
tenance and inspiration. As we head into the 
darkness of winter, let’s recall the light that is 
within us and help us embrace learning, ser-
vice and happiness.  We have an opportunity 
to be enlightened when Rabbi Maurice Harris 
joins us at CAA November 3 - 5. On November 
30th, you may choose to join fellow congre-
gants by serving at the Community Kitchen. Or 
you may choose to light the way to increased 
justice by supporting a cause that is important 
to you.

We will experience the joy of Chanukah as we 
light our menorahs at home and gather togeth-
er for our annual Latke Blowout on December 
15th.  Let's take our communal and individual 
light and shine it into the darkness. 

Warmest regards,
Ronnie Brown, President 
ronniembrown@gmail.com

Rabbi Maurice Harris visits CAA !
Rabbi Maurice Harris will be spending the 
weekend of Friday, November 3rd to Sunday, 
November 5th  with us. In his role as Associate 
Director of Affiliate Support, Rabbi Maurice 
is a great resource for our congregation, as 
well as Ahavas Achim’s official liaison to the 
Reconstructionist movement (RRC/Jewish 
Reconstructionist Communities).

Rabbi Maurice will demonstrate his consider-
able versatility throughout this weekend visit, 
teaching on subjects ranging from wine to sex!  
There will be multiple chances to learn from 
him, as he formally and informally teaches 
both adults and children.

On Friday November 3rd, Rabbi Maurice will 
join us for a 6:00 pm Tisch (preceded by a 
brief 5:30 minyan).  We will share a leisurely 
Shabbat dinner, with appetizers and bever-
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ages provided by CAA, as well as dairy/pareve 
potluck contributions from members of the con-
gregation.  At the Tisch, Rabbi Maurice will offer 
a brief teaching and discussion on the Kiddush 
blessing – “What’s in the Cup of Wine?”

On Saturday morning, November 4th at 10:30 
am, Rabbi Maurice will lead a workshop “The 
Bible, Sex, and Us: A Progressive Religious 
Approach.” This workshop will be partly based 
on material from Rabbi Maurice's second book, 
Leviticus: You Have No Idea. A light lunch will 
follow.

On Sunday morning, November 5th, Rabbi 
Maurice will teach in our Religious School 
Heroes program. Our Hero of the Week will be 
Rebbe Nachman of Bratslav. After teaching and 
observing the rest of our Religious School day, 
Rabbi Maurice will participate in our Parasha of 
the Week study at 12:30 pm.

Come out and meet Rabbi Maurice Harris.   
CAA members and guests are welcome at all of 
the weekend events.  

2017 Kristallnacht: A Community 
Commemoration
Remember, Witness, Intervene
Thursday, November 9, 2017 – 7:00 pm
The Colonial Theatre
Downtown Keene
Admission is free and open to the public.
During the night of November 9-10, 1938, a 
massive pogrom was orchestrated by the Nazi 
government throughout Germany and Austria.  
A total of 815 shops, 29 department stores, 171 
residences, and 267 synagogues were destroyed 
and 91 Jews were killed.  The shattered panes of 
glass that littered sidewalks, most of it coming 
from the shop windows of Jewish stores, gave 
the pogrom its name:  Kristallnacht or “Night of 
Broken Glass.”  

This tragic night marked the Nazi’s first 
centrally organized operation of large-scale 
anti-Jewish violence and was a prelude to the 
coming Holocaust.  In the days that followed, 
25-30,000 Jewish men were arrested and taken 
to Germany’s concentration camps.

The Cohen Center for Holocaust and Genocide 

Studies has chosen to focus on this event as an 
annual community-wide commemoration.  This 
remembrance brings the entire Keene commu-
nity together in a remarkable way and enables 
participants to actively reflect upon the lessons 
of the Holocaust. 

Featured in this year's “We Create” section, 
Elise Garibaldi and her grandparents will be 
honored.  Elise learned her grandparents’ story 
of falling in love, while surviving the Holocaust. 
With her new book “Roses in a Forbidden 
Garden: A Holocaust Love Story”, that story is 
now being shared with the world.  This year, on 
the Colonial Stage, one of the songs from Elise’s 
Rock Opera will premiere.  

In Kristallnacht Commemoration we come 
together to remember, to create, and then to 
move forward as a community. We witness the 
past and commit to caring for each other now 
and in the future.  

The Colonial Theatre co-sponsors this annual 
event with the Cohen Center for Holocaust 
and Genocide Studies at Keene State College. 
City leaders, the mayor, Keene Police and Fire 
Departments, the Interfaith Clergy Association, 
Congregation Ahavas Achim, and the 
Brattleboro Area Jewish Community will once 
again participate. MoCoArts and Keene Middle 
School students will perform to the premier 
dance and live musical performance of “Soon 
I’ll be There” from Elise Garibaldi’s new rock 
opera. We will be publically telling this survi-
vor story for the first time. Hikmet Karčić, KSC 
Global Fellow, will preface the candle reces-
sional with his comments: “Sarajevo Haggadah: 
Message of Hope.”    

Doors will open at 6:30.
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ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue. Patronize our advertisers! 

Saturday Night at the Movies – the CAA Movie 
Club

Once a month we get together for 
a Jewish-themed film and discus-
sion.  Snacks are eaten.  Movies 
are watched and discussed.  It’s 
an enjoyable social evening and 
often a chance to learn something 
new, as well.

November 18:  “A Tale of Love and Darkness” 
Israeli-American actress Natalie Portman stars 
in and also directs this moving, disturbing 
adaptation of Israeli novelist Amos Oz’s memoir 
of the same name.  Portman plays Oz’s beloved, 
depressed mother Fania, whose life and death is 
the real subject of both book and movie.  

Unlike the long, detailed, and somewhat dense 
book, the movie version of A Tale of Love and 
Darkness moves quickly. It’s an impression-
istic and moody treatment, immersing us in 
the author’s early life, from his childhood in 
pre-state Palestine to the founding of the State 
of Israel.  We experience Oz’s coming of age 
against the backdrop of national conflict and 
personal tragedy.  Fania’s personal struggles 
are seen through her young son’s eyes, and we 
as viewers are exposed to her demons in small, 
emotionally affecting doses.  A. O. Scott of the 
New York Times says that one theme of the film 
is “that a dream come true is inevitably a disap-
pointment, a notion that seems to allude to one 
of the foundational mottoes of Zionism.  ‘If you 
will it, it is no dream,’ Herzl said, but Fania suf-
fers precisely from an atrophy of will and an 
inability to dream.”

This beautifully acted film tells both one fam-
ily’s story and a nation’s, with child actor Amir 
Tessler in his debut role as the watchful young 
Amos, and Gilad Kahana as his nerdy and frus-
trated father, in Hebrew with English subtitles.

Join us at 7:00.  We’ll provide popcorn and other 
snacks.  There will be brief framing comments, 
the film viewing, and a discussion afterwards. 
Saturday Night at the Movies is free to CAA 
members.  Non-members are asked to provide a 
$5 donation to defray costs of refreshment and 
film rental or purchase.
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A Weekend with New Hampshire Shlicha Noam 
Wolf – December 1-3
Noam Wolf is the new shlicha – emissary – 
from Israel to the Jewish communities of New 
Hampshire, brought to us through the generos-
ity of the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire 
(JFNH).  The Community Shlichim Program of 
the Jewish Agency brings young Israelis to live 
among Jewish communities throughout the 
world for a year or two, participating in local 
Jewish life and engaging Jewish communities in 
learning about Israel and in cultural sharing.  A 
gifted singer and musician, Noam Wolf brings 
energy, enthusiasm, and talent to the Granite 
State.  Based in Manchester, she is committed 
to traveling throughout New Hampshire and 
working with all the Jewish communities in our 
state.

Some CAA members got to meet Noam at the 
JFNH Annual Meeting, where she performed 
with a band, and also taught a song to the 
children who attended.  Many of us celebrated 
Simchat Torah with Noam, as we danced and 
sang our joy in the Torah and even unrolled one 
of our Torah scrolls all the way.  In December 
we will have a chance to spend a whole week-
end with our shlicha.

Noam will be in Keene from December 1-3, and 
much learning and fun is planned!  Our Friday 
night service on December 1st will be a special 
one in which our younger Religious School 
students will participate, leading some of the 
prayers. Noam will participate musically as 
well, and we’ll get to enjoy her delightful sing-
ing.

Saturday morning, December 2nd, there will 
be an Outdoor Shabbat with Noam, in a spot 
to be determined. Come join us as we show her 
some of the beauty of the Monadnock Region. 
Then, in the evening, we’ll have a Havdalah 
program. Beginning at 7:00 we will say goodbye 
to Shabbat with light and song, followed by a 
concert featuring Noam and jazz saxophonist 
Avi Rafaelov. It will be an evening of music and 
merriment.  All are welcome.

Noam will be a guest teacher in our Religious 
School on Sunday morning, December 3rd.  In 
the first of four sessions planned for the CAA 
Religious School, she will teach about regions 

of Israel using her own “Trip to Israel” curricu-
lum. Noam will also be a guest in our Jewish 
Heroes class, where we will be studying Rav 
Kook. And during Kehillah Time, our all-school 
assembly, Noam will teach Israeli dancing to 
both students and teachers.  Parents and other 
CAA adults are encouraged to come participate.

We’re excited that JFNH has re-established 
the Community Shlichim Program in New 
Hampshire. Noam Wolf is a perfect fit for our 
community. She’s energetic, musical, and very 
proud of her country and her heritage.  Come 
meet her in this first of several immersive week-
ends in Keene!   

December 25: Chinese Food and a Movie
It has become a CAA tradition to gather on 
December 25 for Chinese Food and a Movie.  
Jews all over the United States developed a 
tradition of eating in Chinese restaurants and 
going to movie theaters on Christmas Day at a 
time when those were among the very few busi-
nesses open on December 25.  

Our variation on that custom means we meet 
at shul and eat takeout vegetarian Chinese 
food and watch a lighthearted film together.  
This year we will be seeing the 2014 critically 
acclaimed documentary "Deli Man".  The film 
illuminates the Jewish delicatessen through a 
portrait of David Gruber, a third-generation 
Jewish deli man, a founder of Kenny and 
Ziggy’s New York Delicatessen Restaurant 
in Houston, Texas.  Gruber, known as Ziggy, 
learned his recipes and his deli lore from his 
grandfather.  We hear from Ziggy’s brother that 
Ziggy has been “an 80-year-old Jew” since he 
was a little boy and we hear from Ziggy what 
the deli business means to him.  

The film takes side excursions to Jewish delis 
around the United States and Canada and 
interviews famous eaters of Jewish deli, includ-
ing Jerry Stiller and Larry King.  With klezmer 
music as the back drop, this fun and sometimes 
funny movie celebrates all things Jewish and 
deli.

Join us December 25 at 5:00 p.m.  We’ll collect 
money for the Chinese food.  No charge for 
popcorn and the movie.
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Chanukah – What Really Happened? – With 
Dale Rosenberg
Chanukah is a Jewish holiday with a clearly 
documented historical basis.  The Maccabean 
Revolt, which it commemorates, defeated the 
Seleucid Empire in the Second Century BCE, 
resulting in the Hasmonean Dynasty of Jewish 
kings.  That much we know to be true.  There 
are texts contemporaneous with the events to 
draw on. Yet the writings of the time have con-
tradictory elements and some of the traditions 
we associate with the holiday – like the Miracle 
of the Oil or playing dreidl – don’t show up 
until hundreds of years later.  Can we know 
what actually happened and what is embellish-
ment?

On Saturday, December 9th, we’ll have a study 
session to grapple with these questions as we 
get ready to celebrate the Festival of Lights.  
We’ll look at excerpts from a variety of con-
temporaneous and later texts about the events 
we commemorate in Chanukah, including the 
Books of the Maccabees, the Talmud’s version, 
and Josephus.  We’ll see what’s similar in the 
different versions and what’s different and see 
if we can come up with a method for determin-
ing what really happened.

Prepare for Chanukah with this illuminating 
study session!  All texts will be available in 
English translation, December 9th at 7:00 pm.

Latke Blowout Friday, December 15 at 5:00 pm
Every year on Shabbat Chanukah, we gather for 
a light-filled, delicious, and musical evening.  
The CAA Fryers Club makes delectable potato 
pancakes in the shul, so the oil smell in your 
kitchen doesn't miraculously last for 8 nights.  
We'll meet downstairs at 5:00 and have a latke-

centric dinner.  Bring a menorah and a dairy or 
pareve potluck contribution.  Latkes and bever-
ages will be provided by the shul.

After we eat we'll all go upstairs with our 
menorahs and light candles together, singing 
blessings our ancestors have recited for 2000 
years. With candles blazing all over our beau-
tiful sanctuary, CAA publicizes the miracle 
of Chanukah in spectacular fashion!  Rabbi 
Loewenthal and Lainee Ginsburg will lead us 
in singing Chanukah favorites old and new, 
including the great song and dance tune "The 
Menorah Horah."   See you there!

Federation Shlicha to Bring Ahavas Achim 
Religious School Students on “Trip to Israel”!

Thanks to Jewish Federation 
of New Hampshire, our Israeli 
Emissary Noam Wolf is plan-
ning to take as many people as 
she can to Israel…..without ever 
having to step foot on a plane. 
From presentations for adult 

groups of all sizes, to reaching every Religious 
School classroom that she can across the state. 
This year, hundreds of Jewish children enrolled 
in Hebrew schools across New Hampshire will 
travel to Israel with her. Children in the Ahavas 
Achim Religious School will have a special 
passport and each time she visits their Hebrew 
school (4 visits are scheduled), they will jour-
ney together to a new destination within her 
homeland. At each “stop” in Israel, they will 
explore a new place. Each location (Tel Aviv, 
Jerusalem, etc) will have different landscapes, 
foods, songs, holy places, and so much more for 
them to visit together. In addition to learning 
with her through music, Hebrew language, and 
simply getting to know her, she will be partner-
ing with Rabbi Loewenthal and Dale Rosenberg 
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to immerse students in Israel in ways that we 
know will make a lasting connection.

It is our hope that they will learn about Israel 
from an Israeli, develop a personal and last-
ing connection, and ideally, a desire to go and 
visit Israel in the future (through programs 
like Birthright, Masa, Ulpan, etc). Each time 
they visit a new Israeli destination, the children 
will get a new stamp in their personal “pass-
port” along with new memories they will make 
with their classmates as together they dive 
into Israeli culture in all its forms. In between 
Noam’s visits, every classroom will have it’s 
own Israel board where she will leave memo-
ries from each of her visits to Israel with the 
kids: recipes for the local foods, lyrics for the 
songs we learned, and Hebrew words that are 
relevant.” 

Noam and I can’t wait to partner with educa-
tors and to begin to meet all of those children 
through this exciting Federation program! 
To contact me (director@jewishnh.org) or to 
learn more about this program and other ways 
Noam (shlicha@jewishnh.org) will be sharing 
her knowledge and experience with our com-
munity, please be in touch!  If you have other 
thoughts and wishes, and thoughts about what 
other things Noam can do in her role as shlicha 
that could benefit the Ahavas Achim commu-
nity, please do let us know. - Shalom

Melanie Zalman McDonald
Executive Director
Office # (603)627-7679
http://www.jewishnh.org

The CAA Book Club – The Secret Chord by 
Geraldine Brooks
The CAA Book Club returns in January with the 
latest novel by Pulitzer Prize winning Geraldine 
Brooks.  In The Secret Chord she reimagines the 
life of King David, portraying a very real and 
compelling character with all the flaws and 
strengths glimpsed in the biblical narrative.  The 
Boston Globe review of this novel said, “There’s 
something bordering on the supernatural about 
Geraldine Brooks.  She seems able to transport 
herself back to earlier time periods, to time 
travel.  Sometimes, reading her work, she draws 
you so thoroughly into another era that you 
swear she’s actually lived in it.  With sensory 

acuity and a deep and complex understanding 
of emotional states, she conjures up the way we 
lived then. . .Brooks has humanized the king 
and cleverly added a modern perspective to our 
understanding of him. . .[Her] vision of the bib-
lical world is enrapturing.”

The CAA Library is acquiring multiple copies, 
which will be available for members to borrow in 
advance of the Book Club meeting.  We’ll meet 
on Wednesday, January 24 to discuss it.  You’ll 
never see King David in the same light again!

Our Centennial-Year Endowment Fund
Last year your synagogue leadership started a 
centennial fund to augment our endowment.  
Our endowment is money that ensures the 
long-term health of CAA.  At most, we take 
4% of the fund each year for regular operating 
expenses.  As we earn this amount, or more, 
on our conservative investments, the fund 
should last as long as CAA does. We set a goal 
of $100,000 to mark our 100 years.  We raised 
$94,000 from synagogue members and we say 
thank you!

We are capping the fund at the end of 
December this year.  If, for some reason, we 
missed contacting you, and you want to con-
tribute to this fund, we would love to help you 
donate.  If you would like to increase your 
pledge, please also call. 

Whether $18 or as much as you want, please 
call Paul Bieber at 603.242.3521.  He will help 
you open your checkbook!  Payments can be 
spread over five years, payed monthly, yearly, 
or however you want. Please help us reach our 
goal.  Thank you. 

Paul Bieber, Chair, Finance Committee

High Holy Days THANKS from Rabbi 
Loewenthal 
The High Holy Days represent a peak of the 
Jewish Year cycle. During this time, more 
people than ever come together. Our beautiful 
sanctuary is filled with members, guests, and 
visitors. And from Selichot, through three days 
of Rosh HaShana services, through two days of 
Yom Kippur services, down to the final clean-up 
after the communal breaking the fast, so many 
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people contribute their time and skills to make 
it all happen. 

I would like to thank everyone who helped! If 
you know of someone whose name I inadver-
tently omitted, please let me know – because I 
would like to thank them, and we’d also like to 
count on them for next year!!

Thank you, Cantor Kate Judd, for hosting and 
coordinating a lovely joint Selichot service in 
Brattleboro.
Thank you to our High Holy Day Subcommittee: 
Dr. Arthur Cohen, Dale Rosenberg, Ronnie Brown.
Thank you, Daniella Yitzchak, for producing our 
Yizkor Book.
Thank you, David Kochman, for taking care of secu-
rity and other logistics.
Thank you, David Butler, for donating lovely flowers 
for the bima.
Thank you, Eric and Lorraine Cone, for managing 
furniture, prayerbooks, and parking.
And thank you to all the ushers: Judy Rubin, Jerry 
Kaufman, David Kochman, Pam Weinrieb, Wendy 
Platt, Andrea Levin, David Butler, Paul Bieber, 
Scott Rodolitz, Jennifer Cohen, Vivian Prunier, Tom 
Prunier, Malcolm Katz, and Selena Katz. And thank 
you, Selena Katz, for organizing the ushers.
Thank you, Lisa Leinau and Todd Silberstein, for 
leading Children’s Services, and thank you, Paul 
Bieber for helping out.
Thank you to all who set up food: Daniella Yitzchak 
(including baking the lovely RH challahs), Selena 
Katz, Elaine Bieber, Robin Sylvern, Judy Rubin, 
Helen Colby, and anyone else who attended to the 
congregation’s needs for physical nourishment.
Thank you to many people for clean-up!!!
Thank you to all who chanted from the Torah: 
Laura Broad, Dr. Arthur Cohen, Gerry Eichner, 
Roye Ginsberg, Jay Kahn, Jerry Kaufman, David 
Levene, Tom Prunier, Vivian Prunier, Harry Reisig, 
Yelena Rodolitz, Dale Rosenberg, Diane Shamas, 
Gary Shapiro, Marni Silverstein, Isaac Sylvern, and 
Roberta Visser.
Thank you to those who chanted Haftarot:  Dr. 
Arthur Cohen, Lester Cohen, and Lainee Ginsberg.
Thank you to our Torah service facilitators: Jack 
Tenofsky, Jerry Kaufman, and Scott Rodolitz.

Thank you to our featured shofar blowers: Jay Kahn, 
Gary Shapiro, Isaac Sylvern, and Craig Sylvern. 
And thank you to our additional shofar blowers on 
the “Tag Team”: Raden, Brooke Burman, and David 
St. Lifer.
Thank you, Gerry Eichner, for being our shofar 
caller.
Thank you, Laura Broad and Lainee Ginsberg, for 
your beautiful vocal and piano music.
Thank you, Rupert Thompson, for your inspiring 
cello interpretation of the Kol Nidre.
Thank you, Dale Rosenberg, for your thought-pro-
voking Dvar Torah on Rosh haShanah Day Two.
Thank you, Gary Shapiro, for your words about 
CAA’s work at the Community Kitchen, which you 
ably coordinate.
Thank you, Scott Rodolitz, for your informative ses-
sion on Yom Kippur Throughout the Ages.
Thank you, Harry Reisig, for leading a most refresh-
ing meditation session on Yom Kippur afternoon.
Thank you to our dramatic Avodah re-enactors: Lori 
Burman and Sarah Wendy Burman.
Thank you to our Jonah Reader’s Theatre troupe: 
Guy Burman, Joel Cohen, Scott Rodolitz, Dale 
Rosenberg, and Jane Wisan. 
And thank you to the Acme Sukkah Crew, under 
the leadership of Malcolm Katz: Jerry Kaufman, 
Harry Reisig, Marty Reisig, Gerry Eichner, David 
Kochman, Gary Shapiro, Jeff Cohen, Tom Prunier, 
Joe Mirzoeff, and Ronnie Brown.
Wishing Everyone a Shana Tova, and Many Thanks!
Warmly, Rabbi Loewenthal

Highlights of the CAA Board Meeting
September 13, 2017 
Recognition by the Jewish Federation of New 
Hampshire. The Jewish Federation of New 
Hampshire recognized the Spear family with 
a Shem Tov award. Jess Spear represented her 
family at the awards ceremony. Aaron Lipsky 
was also recognized for his work with the 
Historical Society of Cheshire County.

Religious School.  The first day of religious 
school was September 10th. The heroes curricu-
lum will explore mystics and philosophers this 
year. The school is using a new individualized 
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Simchas for November/December
Birthdays
Shoshana Davidovits ................  November 1
Rachel Halper…. .......................  November 4
Jerry Weinrieb ............................  November 4
Emily Sharpe ..............................  November 10
Arthur Cohen.............................  November 11
Virginia Eskin  ...........................  November13
Cheryl Kahn ...............................  November 26
Rachel Hollander ......................  November 30
Joshua Terra ...............................  November 30
Melanie McDonald ...................  December 3

Kevin Gross ................................  December 8
Joshua Patriquin ........................  December 17
Patricia Weiner...........................  December 17
Lori Burman ...............................  December 21
Eliana Patriquin .........................  December 21
Wendy Platt ................................  December 23
Riki Greenwald ..........................  December 24

Anniversaries
Mitchell & Riki Greenwald ......  November 6

 
Cleaning and Restoration 

Services

Hebrew program that allows mixed levels of 
students to work in the same room. Students 
work at their own pace. The schedule of the reli-
gious school was rearranged while keeping the 
beginning and ending times the same. Kehillah 
time starts at 11:30 am. This makes it easier for 
parents to attend and participate. Several new 
students have joined the religious school. 

Website Usage Statistics.  In the first two weeks 
of September, there were 327 visitors to the 
new CAA website. The same person might visit 
on different devices and those would count as 
unique visits. In the past, we only had about 50 
visits per month to the website. There is met-
ric software available, without extra cost, that 
could do various analyses and provide us with 
more data.   

The Rabbi’s Contract.  The Board of Directors 
voted unanimously to enter into contract 
negotiations for a third contract with Rabbi 
Loewenthal.  The Rabbi's current contract con-
cludes on June 30, 2018. Negotiations will begin 
by November 1st. 

Andrea Levin, Recording Secretary

Volunteer at The Community Kitchen
In November and December we have two 
opportunities to volunteer at The Community 
Kitchen:

On Thursday, November 30, I (and the core 
group of volunteers) invite you to join in our 
usual serving and cleaning up.  If you plan on 
joining us, please arrive at 4:45 pm.  All are 
encouraged to come out for a couple of hours to 
help serve and then clean up after the evening 
meal.  Even if you can only help for just part 
of the evening, we welcome you to join us.  If 
possible, volunteers should let me know ahead 
of time, for planning purposes, if they plan to 
come.

On Thursday, December 21, CAA will be vol-
unteering at the annual lasagna holiday din-
ner. Bakers, servers, and cleaner-uppers will 
be needed.  Please be on the look-out in CAA 
weekly emails for details.

Call 352-0440 or email gm_shapiro@yahoo.com  
if you plan on joining us or if have any ques-
tions.  Thanks, Gary Shapiro
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Cycle of Life
Mazel Tov to:
Yvette Yeager & Tom Bassarear – on 
the birth of their granddaughter, Olivia 
Miller Bassarear

Donations
General Fund
Lois London - in memory of her 
daughter, Johanna Lynne Falk.
Lester & Norma Cohen - in memory of 
Hindy Kaufaman, David Green, and 
Steven Cohen
Marsha & Charles Woolsey – in honor 
of Jerry Weinrieb
Timothy & Elsie (Talu) Robertson – in 
memory of Steven Cohen
James & Ann Robinson – in memory of 
Steven Cohen
Philip Sadler & Gerri Bernstein
J. M. Levis & Barbara Levis
Susan Abert – in memory of Steven 
Cohen
Richard Whitney & Sandra Sherman – 
in memory of Steven Cohen
Homer S. Bradley, Jr. – in memory of 
Steven Cohen
Jean Mahoney Griffin-KHS Class of 
1975 – in memory of Steven Cohen
Kevin & Heather Watterson – in mem-
ory of Steven Cohen
Judith White
Kevin & Mary “Tippy” Killelea – in 
memory of Steven Cohen
J. Michael Gomarlo - in memory of 
Steven Cohen
Sally Stockwell – in memory of Steven 
Cohen
Margie St. John – in memory of Hindy 
Kaufman

Yahrzeits for November/December
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
11/3    Carol Tendler 14 Heshvan  11/3
11/6    Kelila Schuman 17 Heshvan    11/3
11/8    Sidelle Dreier 19 Heshvan   11/3
11/8    Jack Moses 19 Heshvan  11/3
11/9    Morris Nirenberg 20 Heshvan  11/3
11/12    Michael Gross 23 Heshvan   11/10
11/18    Philip Shapiro 29 Heshvan  11/17
11/21    Nissim Kidary 3 Kislev    11/17
11/24    Mark Schuman 6 Kislev    11/24
11/25    Maxfield Jacob Cohen 7 Kislev     11/24
11/27    Lynn Schapiro 9 Kislev    11/24
11/27    Harry Weiner 9 Kislev    12/1
11/28    Alton Hastings, Jr 10 Kislev    12/1
11/30    Max Kapiloff 12 Kislev   12/1
12/1    Zalman Derby 13 Kislev   12/1
12/1    Hyman Fox 13 Kislev    12/1
12/2    Jeanne Weinstein Greenblott 14 Kislev  12/1
12/5    Esther Signorello 17 Kislev    12/1
12/7    Bernard Rubin 19 Kislev    12/1
12/9    Rachel Derby 21 Kislev     12/8
12/9    Max Rubin 21 Kislev      12/8
12/12    David Dweres 24 Kislev   12/8
12/13    Marie Hennigar 25 Kislev     12/8
12/16    Hyman Kidary 28 Kislev     12/15
12/18    Herman Kaufman 30 Kislev     12/15
12/20    Sarah Dinerstein 2 Tevet    12/15
12/20    Albert C. Rhodes 2 Tevet    12/15
12/21    Efim Garbuny 3 Tevet     12/15 
12/27    Anthony Fox 9 Tevet  12/22
12/28    Larry Malin 10 Tevet      12/22
12/29    Edward T. Moses 11 Tevet    12/29  
12/31    Ethel R. Bieber 13 Tevet    12/29
12/31    Rabbi Josiah Derby 13 Tevet      12/29
 Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.

Arline V. Ekman – in memory of David Green
Tina Ramsey
Tom & Vivian Prunier – in honor of Rachel Prunier 
and Collin Kremer
Fran Ziperstein – in memory of Ann Tausk
The Weinrieb Family – in appreciation of Laura 
Broad and Lainee Ginsberg’s Music and singing
Christopher Lee & Sabrina Lee
David & Sandy Kochman – in memory of David 
Green and Hindy Kaufman
Yvette Yeager – in memory of Hindy Kaufman, 
David Green, and Steven Cohen
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Celebrate a SimChah by PurChaSing a leaf on 
our tree of life
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs  
• Births  
• Graduations  
• Anniversaries  
• Special Birthdays  
• Honors • Best Wishes  
   and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call the synagogue 
office at 603-352-6747. $270 per leaf.

 lodging  .  wedding receptions  .  Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 

keenecourtyard.com              thelanehotel.com       holidayinnexpress.com/keenenh

Contact Michelle Clark : (603) 354-7900 x4924

  MAZEL TOV

Yvette Yeager – in honor of the 
birth of her granddaughter, 
Olivia Miller Bassarear
Audrey & Russell Starkey – in 
memory of Steven Cohen
Judie & Peter Oschner – in mem-
ory of David Green
Sally & Louis Labarre – in mem-
ory of Steven Cohen
Diane Shamas – in memory of David Green and 
Steven Cohen
Gary & Jane Shapiro – in memory of Steven Cohen, 
David Green, and Hindy Kaufman
Arthur & Lynn Simmington – in memory of Steven 
Cohen
Hogancamp, P.C. – in memory of Steven Cohen
Joel Cohen & Evelyn Perks – in memory of  
David Green
Katherine & Rev. Curtis Metzger – in memory of 
David Green
Paul & Elaine Bieber – in memory of Hindy 
Kaufman, Steven Cohen, and David Green
Rick & Jan Cohen – in memory of Hindy Kaufman, 
Steven Cohen, and David Green
The Weinrieb Family – in memory of Hindy 
Kaufman and Steven Cohen
Frances Lovejoy – in memory of Hindy Kaufman
Jeff Crocker – in memory of his father’s yahrzeit and 
in appreciation for the warm welcome he received at 
CAA
Tom & Marsha Woolsey – with get well wishes for 
Jerry Weinrieb
Barbara Green – in memory of Hindy Kaufman
Robert & Jeananna Farrar - in memory of Steven 
Cohen
Stacey & Craig Oshkello -  in memory of Steven 
Cohen, David Green and Hindy Kaufman

Nathan E. Cohen Memorial Lecture Series
Barbara Green – in memory of Steven Cohen
David & Sandy Kochman – in memory of David 
Green, Steven Cohen, and Hindy Kaufman
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Dr. Susan S. Berenzweig – for “a lovely Rosh 
Hashanah service”
Pat & Steve Weiner – in memory of Samuel 
Bernstein, Sarah Weiner, and Martin Bernstein
Barbara Green
High Holiday Donations
Ann Kanamine
Susan Frewert
Arthur Cohen
Allen & Barbara Marcum
David Butler & Deb Verdery – flowers in memory of 
David’s mother, Carole Joan King
Jerry & Deborah Kaufman

Yizkor Book/Yahrzeit Donations
Rick & Jan Cohen
Rabbi Loewenthal & Dale Rosenberg
Vivian & Tom Prunier – in memory of Max Garbuny
    and Siegfried Garbuny
Ronnie Brown & Dan Fox – in memory of Hindy 
Kaufman
Dan & Michal Mariaschin – in memory of Rose 
Mariaschin
Helen Colby – in memory of R.Roscoe Mercier
Jerry Kaufman
Gerry Eichner
Michael & Patti Schuman 

Florence Aliber Lipsky Fund
Aaron Lipsky – in memory of Florence Rubin Lipsky

Torah Repair Fund
Rabbi Loewenthal & Dale Rosenberg – in memory of 
Hindy Kaufman, David Green, and Steven Cohen
Richard Verney – in memory of Carole Joan King
Anonymous – in memory of Hindy Kaufman, Steven 
Cohen, and David Green
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com

Monadnock OB GYN Associates, P.A.
Charles J. Seigel, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.

Fletcher R. Wilson, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Pamela Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.G.
Heather L. Arel., M.S.N., A.R.N.P.

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY

454 Old Street Road, STE. 302
Peterborough, New Hampshire 03458

Keene office hours available.

www.monadnockobgyn.com

APPOINTMENTS
603-924-9444

BILLING
603-924-3088


